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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO THE OPERATIONS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC) — MINORITY 

REPORT 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: The patron of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Western Australia, Colin Barnett, allowed a select committee to be formed to investigate the 
operations of the RSPCA WA, with the committee’s membership dominated by those opposed to or aggrieved 
by the work of the RSPCA. This commenced a 12-month taxpayer-funded attack on the charity. 
Two members of the committee, WA Labor’s Hon Sally Talbot and the Greens’ Hon Lyn McLaren, have 
published a minority report pointing to a number of the findings made by the select committee that are 
unsubstantiated and misleading. The characterisation of the RSPCA as “acting independently in prosecution 
matters” is, at best, mischievous and, at worst, misleading. The minority report calls for finding 45 to be 
dismissed. Those who have been investigated and/or charged with offences under the Animal Welfare Act 
find the experience stressful, but to use their evidence to suggest that the RSPCA has violated modern litigant 
principles is unfair to all concerned and a distortion of the facts presented to the committee. The minority 
report found no evidence to suggest that the RSPCA places its own interests above public interests or that 
animal welfare campaigning undertaken by the RSPCA is incompatible with model litigant principles, and the 
report questions the fairness of the outcomes found by the majority of the committee. 

The report ends with this quote — 

I have no doubt that those who have been caught out would love to see the RSPCA’s hands tied. I also 
have no doubt that an organization which defends those without a voice can expect to put some people 
offside. In fact the more successful it is, sadly the more people who will be irate that their cruelty to 
animals has been exposed and that they have been duly and rightly punished. 
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